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Abbey Ryan (born 1979, New Jersey) is a contemporary American painter and educator, best known for her
representational, classical realism still life and trompe-l'œil paintings. Her work is inspired by 17th century
Dutch still life painting. She lives and works in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Resistance is a concept created by American novelist Steven Pressfield that illustrates the universal force that
he claims acts against human creativity. It was first described in his non-fiction book The War of Art and
elaborated in the follow-up books Do The Work and Turning Pro, and in other essays. It is also a recurring
theme in some of his fiction novels such as The Legend of Bagger Vance and The Virtues of War.

Resistance is described in a mythical fashion as a universal force that has one sole mission: to keep things as
they are. Pressfield claims that Resistance does not have a personal vendetta against anyone, rather it is
simply trying to accomplish its only mission. It is the force that will stop an individual's creative activity
through any means necessary, whether it be rationalizing...

Samuel Gompers

order to rationalize production and maximize efficiency. The AFL was the linchpin of such cooperation.
Where AFL unions existed, the AFL could be called

Samuel Gompers (né Gumpertz; January 27, 1850 – December 11, 1924) was a British-born American cigar
maker and labor union leader. A key figure in American labor history, Gompers founded the American
Federation of Labor (AFL) and served as the organization's president from 1886 to 1894, and from 1895 until
his death in 1924. He promoted harmony among the different craft unions that comprised the AFL, trying to
minimize jurisdictional battles. He promoted thorough organization and collective bargaining in order to
secure shorter hours and higher wages, which he considered the essential first steps to emancipating labor.

He was against the AFL member unions taking political action to "elect their friends" and "defeat their
enemies". In politics he mostly supported Democrats, and occasionally...
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Cultural diplomacy is a type of soft power that includes the "exchange of ideas, information, art, language
and other aspects of culture among nations and their peoples in order to foster mutual understanding". The
purpose of cultural diplomacy is for the people of a foreign nation to develop an understanding of the nation's
ideals and institutions in an effort to build broad support for economic and political objectives. In essence
"cultural diplomacy reveals the soul of a nation", which in turn creates influence. Public diplomacy has
played an important role in advancing national security objectives.



Alexander Hamilton

strong executive, linked to the electoral support of the people, as the linchpin of an administrative republic.
The dominance of executive leadership in

Alexander Hamilton (January 11, 1755 or 1757 – July 12, 1804) was an American military officer, statesman,
and Founding Father who served as the first U.S. secretary of the treasury from 1789 to 1795 under the
presidency of George Washington.

Born out of wedlock in Charlestown, Nevis, Hamilton was orphaned as a child and taken in by a prosperous
merchant. He was given a scholarship and pursued his education at King's College (now Columbia
University) in New York City where, despite his young age, he was an anonymous but prolific and widely
read pamphleteer and advocate for the American Revolution. He then served as an artillery officer in the
American Revolutionary War, where he saw military action against the British Army in the New York and
New Jersey campaign, served for four years as aide...
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artillery firebase halfway between the Laotian border and the coast, was the linchpin of the South
Vietnamese northern and western defense line and was the strongest

The Easter Offensive, also known as the 1972 spring–summer offensive (Vietnamese: Chi?n d?ch Xuân–Hè
1972) by North Vietnam, or the Red Fiery Summer (Mùa hè ?? l?a) as romanticized in South Vietnamese
literature, was a military campaign conducted by the People's Army of Vietnam (PAVN, the regular army of
communist North Vietnam) against the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN, the regular army of South
Vietnam) and the United States military between 30 March and 22 October 1972, during the Vietnam War.

This conventional invasion (the largest invasion since 300,000 Chinese troops had crossed the Yalu River
into North Korea during the Korean War) was a radical departure from previous North Vietnamese
offensives. The offensive was designed to achieve a decisive victory, which even if it did...

Eastern Bloc politics

Albania under Enver Hoxha and in Romania under Nicolae Ceau?escu. The linchpin of Soviet control early
in the Eastern Bloc was General Ivan Serov, who

Eastern Bloc politics followed the Red Army's occupation of much of Central and Eastern Europe at the end
of World War II and the Soviet Union's installation of Soviet-controlled Marxist–Leninist governments in the
region that would be later called the Eastern Bloc through a process of bloc politics and repression. These
governments contained apparent elements of representative democracy (such as the highest organ of state
power, elections, and sometimes even multiple political parties) to conceal the process initially.

Once in power, each country's Soviet-controlled Communist Party took permanent control of the
administration, political organs, police, societal organizations and economic structures to ensure that no
effective opposition could arise and to control socioeconomic and political...
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Rudolph William Louis Giuliani ( JOO-lee-AH-nee, Italian: [d?u?lja?ni]; born May 28, 1944) is an American
politician and disbarred lawyer who served as the 107th mayor of New York City from 1994 to 2001. He
previously served as the United States Associate Attorney General from 1981 to 1983 and the United States
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Attorney for the Southern District of New York from 1983 to 1989.

Giuliani led the 1980s federal prosecution of New York City mafia bosses as U.S. Attorney for the Southern
District of New York. After a failed campaign for Mayor of New York City in the 1989 election, he
succeeded in 1993, and was reelected in 1997, campaigning on a "tough on crime" platform. He led New
York's controversial "civic cleanup" from 1994 to 2001 and appointed William Bratton as New York City's
new police commissioner...
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