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Islam is an Abrahamic monotheistic religion based on the Quran, and the teachings of Muhammad.
Adherents of Islam are called Muslims, who are estimated to number 2 billion worldwide and are the world's
second-largest religious population after Christians.

Muslims believe that 1slam is the complete and universal version of aprimordial faith that was revealed
many times through earlier prophets and messengers, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus.
Muslims consider the Quran to be the verbatim word of God and the unaltered, final revelation. Alongside
the Quran, Muslims also believe in previous revelations, such as the Tawrat (the Torah), the Zabur (Psalms),
and the Injil (Gospel). They believe that Muhammad is the main and final of God's prophets, through whom
thereligion was...
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Criticism of Islam can take many forms, including academic critiques, political criticism, religious criticism,
and personal opinions. Subjects of criticism include Islamic beliefs, practices, and doctrines.

Criticism of Islam has been present since its formative stages, and early expressions of disapproval were
made by Christians, Jews, and some former Muslims like 1bn al-Rawandi. Subsequently, the Muslim world
itself faced criticism after the September 11 attacks.

Criticism of Islam has been aimed at the life of Muhammad, the prophet of Islam, in both his public and
personal lives. Issues relating to the authenticity and morality of the scriptures of Islam, both the Quran and
the hadiths, are also discussed by critics. Criticisms of 1slam have also been directed at historical practices,
like...

Huijjat a-l1slam

& quot;authority on Islam& quot; or & quot;proof of Islam& quot;. The title & quot; Hujjat al-Isam&quot; is
given to scholars with a high level of Islamic expertise and Islamic theology. Essentially

Hujjat al-1slam (Arabic: ??2? 77?7?7722, romanized: ?ujjat ul-1912m, Persian; ?2?2?2?77777? or 7222277777 .
romanized: hojjat-ol-EsI?m) is an Islamic honorific title which translates in English to "authority on Islam” or
"proof of Islam™.

Thetitle "Hujjat al-Islam™ is given to scholars with a high level of 1slamic expertise and | slamic theology.
Essentially, one who acquiresthistitle is considered to be an authority on Islam worthy of respect. The
person with thistitleis also able to provide guidance and clarify topics on issues in the Islamic community.
Theterm "Hujjat al-Islam™ has different connotation to Sunnis and Shias.
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The use of politically and religiously-motivated violence in Islam dates back to its early history. Islam hasits
originsin the behavior, sayings, and rulings of the Islamic prophet Muhammad, his companions, and the first
caliphsin the 7th, 8th, and 9th centuries CE. Mainstream Islamic law stipulates detailed regulations for the
use of violence, including corpora and capital punishment, as well as regulations on how, when, and whom
to wage war against.

Apostasy in Islam

abandonment of Islam by a Muslim, in thought, word, or through deed. It includes not only explicit
renunciations of the Islamic faith by converting to another religion or abandoning religion atogether, but aso
blasphemy or heresy by those who consider themselves Muslims, through any action or utterance which
implies unbelief, including those who deny a"fundamental tenet or creed" of Isslam. An apostate from Islam
isknown as a murtadd (??777?).

While Islamic jurisprudence calls for the death penalty of those who refuse to repent of apostasy from Islam,
what statements or acts qualify as apostasy, and whether and how they should be punished, are disputed
among Muslim scholars, with liberal Islamic...
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Islamic fundamentalism has been defined as arevivalist and reform movement of Muslims who aim to return
to the founding scriptures of 1slam. The term has been used interchangeably with similar terms such as
Islamism, Islamic revivalism, Qutbism, Islamic activism, and has been criticized as pejorative.

Some of the beliefs attributed to 1slamic fundamentalists are that the primary sources of Islam (the Quran,
Hadith, and Sunnah), should be interpreted in aliteral and originalist way; that corrupting non-Islamic
influences should be eliminated from every part of Muslims' lives; and that the societies, economies, and
governance of Muslim-majority countries should return to the fundamentals of 1slam, the system of Islam,
and become |slamic states.
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The Encyclopaedia of Islam (El) is areference work that facilitates the academic study of Islam. It is
published by Brill and provides information on various aspects of 1slam and the ISamic world. It is
considered to be the standard reference work in the field of Islamic studies. The first edition was published in
1913-1938, the second in 1954—2005, and the third was begun in 2007.
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Idlam



between and within different societies due to culture and values that were often predating Islam's introduction
to the respective regions of the world. At the same time, their adherence to Islam is a shared factor that
affectstheir livesto a varying degree and gives them a common identity that may serve to bridge the wide
cultural, social, and economic differences between Muslim women.

Among the influences which have played an important role in defining the social, legal, spiritual, and
cosmological status of women in the course of Islamic history are the sacred scriptures of 1slam: the Quran;
the 7ad?th, which are traditions relating to the deeds and aphorisms attributed to the Islamic prophet...
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Sexuality in Islam, particularly Islamic jurisprudence of sex (Arabic: ????? ??????) and Islamic jurisprudence
of marriage (Arabic: ??2? ??7?7???) are the codifications of Islamic scholarly perspectives and rulings on
sexuality, which both in turn also contain components of Islamic family jurisprudence, Islamic marital
jurisprudence, hygienical, criminal and bioethical jurisprudence, which contains a wide range of views and
laws, which are largely predicated on the Quran, and the sayings attributed to Muhammad (hadith) and the
rulings of religious leaders (fatwa) confining sexual intercourse to relationships between men and women.

All instructions regarding sex in Islam are considered parts of, firstly, Tagwa or obedience and secondly,
Iman or faithfulness to God. Sensitivity to gender difference...
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The Arab conqguest of Iran, which culminated in the fall of the Sasanian Empire to the nascent Rashidun
Caliphate, brought about a monumental change in Iranian society by purging Zoroastrianism, which had been
the Iranian nation's official and majority religion since the time of the Achaemenid Empire. Since the
Rashidun invasion, Islam (in any form) has consistently held the status of Iran's official religion except for
during a short period in the 13th century, when the Mongol invasions and conquests destroyed the Abbasid
Caliphate and smaller Islamic realms before resulting in the establishment of the Ilkhanate. The process by
which Iranian society became integrated into the Muslim world took place over many centuries, with nobility
and city-dwellers being among the first to convert, in spite...
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