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The Dalai Lama (UK: /?dæla? ?l??m?/, US: /?d??la?/; Tibetan: ????????????, Wylie: T? la&#039;i bla
ma [tá?l?? láma]) is the head of the Gelug school of Tibetan

The Dalai Lama (UK: , US: ; Tibetan: ????????????, Wylie: T? la'i bla ma [tá?l?? láma]) is the head of the
Gelug school of Tibetan Buddhism. The term is part of the full title "Holiness Knowing Everything
Vajradhara Dalai Lama" (? ??? ????? ?? ??) given by Altan Khan, the first Shunyi King of Ming China. He
offered it in appreciation to the Gelug school's then-leader, Sonam Gyatso, who received it in 1578 at
Yanghua Monastery. At that time, Sonam Gyatso had just given teachings to the Khan, and so the title of
Dalai Lama was also given to the entire tulku lineage. Sonam Gyatso became the 3rd Dalai Lama, while the
first two tulkus in the lineage, the 1st Dalai Lama and the 2nd Dalai Lama, were posthumously awarded the
title.

Since the time of the 5th Dalai Lama in the 17th century, the Dalai...

6th Dalai Lama

The 6th Dalai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso (Tibetan: ?????????????????, Wylie: tshangs-dbyangs rgya-mtsho,
ZYPY: Cangyang Gyamco; 1 March 1683 – after 1706)

The 6th Dalai Lama, Tsangyang Gyatso (Tibetan: ?????????????????, Wylie: tshangs-dbyangs rgya-mtsho,
ZYPY: Cangyang Gyamco; 1 March 1683 – after 1706), was recognized as the 6th Dalai Lama after a delay
of many years, permitting the Potala Palace to be completed. He was an unconventional Dalai Lama that
preferred a Nyingma school yogi's life to that of an ordained monk. He was later kidnapped and deposed by
the Koshut Lha-bzang Khan.

The death of the 5th Dalai Lama remained concealed for many years by his Kalon, in order to complete the
building of the Potala Palace. The 6th Dalai Lama was born in southern Tibet, known as "Monyul", at
Urgelling Monastery, which is in modern-day Tawang district, Arunachal Pradesh, India. He was officially
located at the age of either 13 or 14.

As a youth...

5th Dalai Lama

misplaced vowels or missing conjuncts instead of Tibetan characters. The 5th Dalai Lama, Ngawang
Lobsang Gyatso (Tibetan: ???????????????????????, Wylie:

The 5th Dalai Lama, Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso (Tibetan: ???????????????????????, Wylie: Ngag-dbang blo-
bzang rgya-mtsho; Tibetan pronunciation: [???w??? l??ps??? c??t?só]; 1617–1682) was recognized as the 5th
Dalai Lama, and he became the first Dalai Lama to hold both Tibet's political and spiritual leadership roles.

He is often referred to simply as the Great Fifth, being the key religious and temporal leader of Tibetan
Buddhism and Tibet. He is credited with unifying all of Tibet under the Ganden Phodrang, after Gushri
Khan's successful military interventions.

As an independent head of state, he established priest and patron relations with both Mongolia and the Qing
dynasty simultaneously, and had positive relations with other neighboring countries.



He began the custom of meeting early European...

Succession of the 14th Dalai Lama

The Dalai Lama title was created by Altan Khan in 1587. According to Tibetan Buddhism, the Dalai Lama is
believed by adherents to be able to choose the

The Dalai Lama title was created by Altan Khan in 1587. According to Tibetan Buddhism, the Dalai Lama is
believed by adherents to be able to choose the body into which he is reincarnated. That person, when found,
will then become the next Dalai Lama.

In the past, the 14th Dalai Lama has said that he could reincarnate as a person from outside of Tibet, as a
"mischievous blonde woman" or not reincarnate at all. In 2025 he said that the institution of Dalai Lama will
continue and be recognized exclusively by the Gaden Phodrang. Chinese officials have accused him of "flip-
flopping" on the issue, while critics have accused the Chinese government of interfering in religious affairs.
The Chinese government has stated that Tibetan affairs are China's internal affairs that brook no external
interference...

7th Dalai Lama

The 7th Dalai Lama, Kelzang Gyatso (Tibetan: ????????????????, Wylie: bskal bzang rgya mtsho, also
spelled Kalzang Gyatso, Kelsang Gyatso and Kezang Gyatso;

The 7th Dalai Lama, Kelzang Gyatso (Tibetan: ????????????????, Wylie: bskal bzang rgya mtsho, also
spelled Kalzang Gyatso, Kelsang Gyatso and Kezang Gyatso; 1708–1757), was recognized as the authentic
7th Dalai Lama of Tibet. He was seen as the true incarnation of the 6th Dalai Lama, and was enthroned after
a pretender supported by the Koshut Khan was deposed.

The 7th Dalai Lama was widely regarded as a great scholar, a prolific writer and a poet. His collected works
run seven volumes and contain numerous commentaries, liturgical works as well as many religious poems.

13th Dalai Lama

The 13th Dalai Lama, Thubten Gyatso (full given name: Ngawang Lobsang Thupten Gyatso Jigdral Chokley
Namgyal; abbreviated to Thubten Gyatso, Tibetan:

The 13th Dalai Lama, Thubten Gyatso (full given name: Ngawang Lobsang Thupten Gyatso Jigdral Chokley
Namgyal; abbreviated to Thubten Gyatso, Tibetan: ?????????????????, Wylie: Thub Bstan Rgya Mtsho; né
Luóbùzàng T?bùk?i Ji?mùcuò (Chinese: ?????????); 12 February 1876 – 17 December 1933) was the 13th
Dalai Lama of Tibet, enthroned during a turbulent modern era. He presided during the collapse of the Qing
dynasty, and is referred to as "the Great Thirteenth", responsible for redeclaring Tibet's national
independence, and for his national reform and modernization initiatives.

In 1878, he was recognized as the reincarnation of the Dalai Lama. He was escorted to Lhasa and given his
pre-novice vows by the Panchen Lama, Tenpai Wangchuk, and given the name "Ngawang Lobsang Thupten
Gyatso Jigdral Chokley...

14th Dalai Lama

The 14th Dalai Lama (born 6 July 1935; full spiritual name: Jetsun Jamphel Ngawang Lobsang Yeshe
Tenzin Gyatso, shortened as Tenzin Gyatso; né Lhamo Thondup)

The 14th Dalai Lama (born 6 July 1935; full spiritual name: Jetsun Jamphel Ngawang Lobsang Yeshe Tenzin
Gyatso, shortened as Tenzin Gyatso; né Lhamo Thondup) is the incumbent Dalai Lama, the highest spiritual
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leader and head of Tibetan Buddhism. He served as the resident spiritual and temporal leader of Tibet before
1959 and subsequently led the Tibetan government in exile represented by the Central Tibetan
Administration in Dharamsala, India.

A belief central to the Tibetan Buddhist tradition as well as the institution of the Dalai Lama is that the
reincarnated person is a living Bodhisattva, specifically an emanation of Avalokite?vara (in Sanskrit) or
Chenrezig (in Tibetan), the Bodhisattva of Compassion. The Mongolic word dalai means ocean. The 14th
Dalai Lama is also known to Tibetans as...

9th Dalai Lama

1815), was recognized as the 9th Dalai Lama of Tibet. He was the first and the youngest Dalai Lama among
four successive Dalai Lamas whom succumbed to illnesses

The 9th Dalai Lama, Lungtok Gyatso (full given name Lobzang Tenpai Wangchuk Lungtok Gyatso, also
spelled Lungtog Gyatso and Luntok Gyatso; 1 December 1805 – 6 March 1815), was recognized as the 9th
Dalai Lama of Tibet. He was the first and the youngest Dalai Lama among four successive Dalai Lamas
whom succumbed to illnesses before reaching 22 years of age.

3rd Dalai Lama

The 3rd Dalai Lama, Sonam Gyatso (Tibetan: ?????????????????, Wylie: bsod nams rgya mtsho, ZYPY:
Soinam Gyaco; 1543–1588), was the first in the tulku

The 3rd Dalai Lama, Sonam Gyatso (Tibetan: ?????????????????, Wylie: bsod nams rgya mtsho, ZYPY:
Soinam Gyaco; 1543–1588), was the first in the tulku lineage to be entitled formally as the Dalai Lama. In
1578 Altan Khan presented the spiritual title of Dalai Lama, in honor of Sonam Gyatso's profound teachings
conferred in Mongolia, which soon became a Tibetan Buddhist country. He founded Kumbum Monastery,
Lithang Monastery, and Namgyal Monastery. The spiritual title was retrospectively given to his two tulku
lineage predecessors, the 1st Dalai Lama and the 2nd Dalai Lama.

Sonam Gyatso was born near Lhasa in 1543 and was recognised as the reincarnation of Gendun Gyatso and
subsequently enthroned at Drepung Monastery by Panchen Sonam Dragpa, who became his tutor. Panchen
Sonam Dragpa was the...

Dalai Lama Renaissance

Dalai Lama Renaissance is a 2007 documentary film, produced and directed by Khashyar Darvich, and
narrated by actor Harrison Ford. The film documents the

Dalai Lama Renaissance is a 2007 documentary film, produced and directed by Khashyar Darvich, and
narrated by actor Harrison Ford. The film documents the Dalai Lama's meeting with the self-titled
"Synthesis" group, made up of 40 Western "renaissance" thinkers who hope to use the meeting to change the
world and resolve many of the world's problems. The meeting took place at the Dalai Lama's home in
Dharamsala, India in September, 1999.
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