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Sexual violence in the Russian invasion of Ukraine has been committed by Armed Forces of Russia,
including the use of mass rape as a weapon of war. According to the Independent International Commission
of Inquiry on Ukraine, the victims of sexual assault by Russian soldiers ranged from 4 years old to over 80
years old.

The United Nations Human Rights High Commissioner issued a report on human rights violations and war
crimes in October 2022; in the opening summary section, it stated, "Furthermore, the Commission
documented patterns of summary executions, unlawful confinement, torture, ill-treatment, and rape and other
sexual violence committed in areas occupied by Russian armed forces across the four provinces on which it
focused. People have been detained, some have been unlawfully deported...
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Wartime sexual violence is rape or other forms of sexual violence committed by combatants during an armed
conflict, war, or military occupation often as spoils of war, but sometimes, particularly in ethnic conflict, the
phenomenon has broader sociological motives. Wartime sexual violence may also include gang rape and rape
with objects. It is distinguished from sexual harassment, sexual assaults and rape committed amongst troops
in military service.

During war and armed conflict, rape is frequently used as a means of psychological warfare in order to
humiliate and terrorize the enemy. Wartime sexual violence may occur in a variety of situations, including
institutionalized sexual slavery, wartime sexual violence associated with specific battles or massacres, as well
as individual or isolated...
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Sexual violence is any harmful or unwanted sexual act, an attempt to obtain a sexual act through violence or
coercion, or an act directed against a person's sexuality without their consent, by any individual regardless of
their relationship to the victim. This includes forced engagement in sexual acts, attempted or completed, and
may be physical, psychological, or verbal. It occurs in times of peace and armed conflict situations, is
widespread, and is considered to be one of the most traumatic, pervasive, and most common human rights
violations.

Sexual violence is a serious public health problem and has profound short- and long-term physical and
mental health impacts such as increased risks of sexual and reproductive health problems, suicide, and HIV
infection. Murder occurring either during...
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Sexual violence in the Tigray War included, according to the United Nations Special Representative on
Sexual Violence in Conflict, Pramila Patten, people forced to rape family members, "sex in exchange for
basic commodities", and "increases in the demand for emergency contraception and testing for sexually
transmitted infections".

As of August 2021, the number of rape victims ranged from a minimum estimate of 512–516 rapes registered
with hospitals in early 2021 to 10,000 rapes, according to British parliamentarian Helen Hayes, and 26,000
women needing sexual and gender-based violence services, according to the United Nations Population
Fund. Several claims have been made implicating both sides of the conflict in the systematic use of rape as a
weapon of war against the civilian population...
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Sexual violence in the Algerian War was committed by the French army against both FLN/ALN members
and Algerian civilians. Victims included men, women, and even children. In contrast to torture, which has
been extensively documented and studied by historians, sexual violence has remained for a long time a taboo
subject, for both Algerian and French sides. It was not until the early 2000s that the subject was approached
by historians and journalists. This effort has been limited by the scarcity of archives related to sexual
violence, as well as the lack of testimonials of either the victims or the authors of crimes.
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The Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the east of the country in particular, has been described as the
"Rape Capital of the World", and the prevalence and intensity of all forms of sexual violence has been
described as the worst in the world. Human Rights Watch defines sexual violence as "an act of a sexual
nature by force, or by threat of force or coercion", and rape as "a form of sexual violence during which the
body of a person is invaded, resulting in penetration, however slight, of any part of the body of the victim,
with a sexual organ, or of the anal or genital opening of the victim with any object or other part of the body."

The Democratic Republic of the Congo has had a long history of unrest and instability. Although sexual
violence has always occurred in the DRC in some capacity...

Declaration of Commitment to End Sexual Violence in Conflict

Declaration of Commitment to End Sexual Violence in Conflict is an international initiative aimed at
eradicating the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. Launched

The Declaration of Commitment to End Sexual Violence in Conflict is an international initiative aimed at
eradicating the use of sexual violence as a weapon of war. Launched on September 24, 2013, during the 68th
session of the United Nations General Assembly, the declaration garnered endorsements from 122 countries.
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The Islamic State (IS) has employed sexual violence against women and men in a terroristic manner. Sexual
violence, as defined by The World Health Organization includes “any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual
act, unwanted sexual comments or advances, or acts to traffic, or otherwise directed, against a person’s
sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship to the victim, in any setting, including
but not limited to home and work.” IS has used sexual violence to undermine a sense of security within
communities, and to raise funds through the sale of captives into sexual slavery.

Sexual and gender-based violence in the October 7 attacks

reportedly subjected to sexual violence, including rape and sexual assault by Hamas or other Gazan
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During the October 7 attacks, Israeli women, girls and men were reportedly subjected to sexual violence,
including rape and sexual assault by Hamas or other Gazan militants.

The extent of sexual violence perpetrated by militants, and whether it was planned and weaponised by the
attackers, has been the subject of intense debate and controversy. Initially said to be "dozens" by Israeli
authorities, they later clarified they could not provide a number. The militants involved in the attack are
accused of having committed acts of gender-based violence, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
Hamas has denied that its fighters committed any sexual assaults, and has called for an impartial international
investigation into the accusations.

In January 2024, it was reported that several victims of...

Violence against men

argues that, in conflict scenarios, sexual violence against men has been ignored in favor of a focus on sexual
violence against women and children. Stigmatization

Violence against men comprises violent acts that are disproportionately (or exclusively) committed against
men or boys. Violence against women is the corresponding category in which acts of violence are committed
against women or girls.
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