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The Salem witch trials were a series of hearings and prosecutions of people accused of witchcraft in colonial
M assachusetts between February 1692 and May 1693. More than 200 people were accused. Thirty people
were found guilty, nineteen of whom were executed by hanging (fourteen women and five men). One other
man, Giles Corey, died under torture after refusing to enter a plea, and at least five people died in the disease-
ridden jails without trial.

Although the accusations began in Salem Village (known today as Danvers), accusations and arrests were
made in numerous towns beyond the village notably in Andover and Topsfield. The residency of many of the
accused is now unknown; around 151 people, nearly half that were accused, were able to be traced back to
twenty-five different New England communities...
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Cultural depictions of the Salem witch trials abound in art, literature and popular mediain the United States,
from the early 19th century to the present day. The literary and dramatic depictions are discussed in Marion
Gibson's Witchcraft Mythsin American Culture (New Y ork: Routledge, 2007) and see also Bernard
Rosenthal’'s Salem Story: Reading the Witch Trials of 1692
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Elizabeth Hubbard was an American female who is best known as the primary instigator of the Salem Witch
Trials. Hubbard was 17 years old in the spring of 1692 when the trials began. In the 15 months the trials took
place, twenty people were executed.
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John Proctor (9 October 1631 — 19 August 1692) was alandowner in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. He and
his wife Elizabeth were tried and convicted of witchcraft as part of the Salem Witch Trials, whereupon he
was hanged.
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Margaret Scott (née Stephenson; March 28, 1616 — October 2, 1692 [O.S. September 22, 1692]) was found
guilty of witchcraft during the Salem witch trials and was executed by hanging on September 22, 1692. She
was part of the last group to be executed, which aso included Mary Eastey, Martha Corey, Ann Pudeator,
Samuel Wardwell, Mary Parker, Alice Parker, and Wilmot Redd. She was the only accused person from
Rowley to be executed. As alower-class, long-term widow, having lost several children in infancy, shewas a
prototypical witch candidate. When her husband, Benjamin, died, he left a very small estate and she, being
unable to remarry, was reduced to begging, which invited resentment and suspicion. In this manner, her
circumstances were comparable to fellow victim Sarah Good.
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Martha Carrier (née Allen; about 1650 — 19 August 1692) was a Puritan accused and convicted of being a
witch during the 1692 Salem witch trials.
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Richard Carrier (July 19, 1674 — November 17, 1749) was a witness during the 1692 Salem witch trials who
needed to testify against his mother.
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Tituba (fl. 1692—-1693) was an enslaved Native American woman who was one of the first to be accused of
witchcraft during the Salem witch trials of 1692—-1693.

She was enslaved by Samuel Parris, the minister of Salem Village, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay.
She was pivotal in the trials because she confessed to witchcraft when examined by the authorities, giving
credence to the accusations. She accused the two other women, Sarah Good and Sarah Osborne, of the same
crime. She was imprisoned for over ayear but never tried. What happened to her after a grand jury dismissed
the case against her in May 1693 is unknown.
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In the early modern period, from about 1400 to 1775, about 100,000 people were prosecuted for witchcraft in
Europe and British America. Between 40,000 and 60,000 were executed, amost all in Europe. The witch-
hunts were particularly severein parts of the Holy Roman Empire. Prosecutions for witchcraft reached a high
point from 1560 to 1630, during the Counter-Reformation and the European wars of religion. Among the
lower classes, accusations of witchcraft were usually made by neighbors, and women and men made formal
accusations of witchcraft. Magical healers or ‘cunning folk' were sometimes prosecuted for witchcraft, but
seem to have made up a minority of the accused. Roughly 80% of those convicted were women, most of
them over the age of 40. In some regions, convicted witches were burnt at...
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Abigail Williams (born c. 1681, date of death unknown) was an 11- or 12-year-old girl who, along with nine-
year-old Betty Parris, was among the first of the children to accuse their neighbors of witchcraft in 1692;
these accusations eventually led to the Salem witch trials.
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