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In developmental psychology and moral, political, and bioethical philosophy, autonomy is the capacity to
make an informed, uncoerced decision. Autonomous organizations or institutions are independent or self-
governing. Autonomy can also be defined from a human resources perspective, where it denotes a (relatively
high) level of discretion granted to an employee in his or her work. In such cases, autonomy is known to
generally increase job satisfaction. Self-actualized individuals are thought to operate autonomously of
external expectations. In a medical context, respect for a patient's personal autonomy is considered one of
many fundamental ethical principles in medicine.
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Autonomous prefectures (Chinese: ???; pinyin: zìzhìzh?u) are one type of autonomous administrative
division in China, existing at the prefectural level, with either ethnic minorities forming over 50% of the
population or being, most commonly, the historic home of significant minorities. The official name of an
autonomous prefecture includes the most significant minority in that region, sometimes two, rarely three. For
example, a prefecture with a large number of Kazakhs (Kazak in official naming system) may be called a
Kazak Autonomous Prefecture. Like all other prefectural level divisions, autonomous prefectures are divided
into county level divisions. There is one exception: Ili Kazak Autonomous Prefecture contains two
prefectures of its own. Under the Constitution of the People's Republic...
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Autonomous counties (Chinese: ???) and autonomous banners (Chinese: ???) are county-level autonomous
administrative divisions of China. Autonomous counties tend to have a large number of ethnic minority
citizens compared to ordinary counties (if not an outright majority), or are the historic home of a significant
minority population.

There are 117 autonomous counties and three autonomous banners. The latter are found in Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region and the former are found everywhere else.
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Autonomous okrugs, (Russian: ?????????? ?????, romanized: avtonomnyy okrug) which are also referred to
as "autonomous districts" or "autonomous areas" are a type of federal subject of the Russian Federation and
simultaneously an administrative division type of some federal subjects. As of 2024, Russia has four
autonomous okrugs of its 83 federal subjects. The Chukotka Autonomous Okrug is the only okrug which is
not subordinate to an oblast. The Nenets Autonomous Okrug is a part of Arkhangelsk Oblast, the Khanty-



Mansi Autonomous Okrug and the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous Okrug are parts of Tyumen Oblast.

According to the Constitution of the Soviet Union, in case of a union republic voting on leaving the Soviet
Union, autonomous republics, autonomous oblasts, and autonomous okrugs had the right,...
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An autonomous administrative division (also referred to as an autonomous area, zone, entity, unit, region,
subdivision, province, or territory) is a subnational administrative division or internal territory of a sovereign
state that has a degree of autonomy — self-governance — under the national government. Autonomous areas
are distinct from other constituent units of a federation (e.g. a state, or province) in that they possess unique
powers for their given circumstances. Typically, it is either geographically distinct from the rest of the state
or populated by a national minority, which may exercise home rule. Decentralization of self-governing
powers and functions to such divisions is a way for a national government to try to increase democratic
participation or administrative efficiency...

Autonomous regions of China

The autonomous regions (Chinese: ???; pinyin: Zìzhìq?) are one of four types of province-level divisions of
the People&#039;s Republic of China. Like Chinese

The autonomous regions (Chinese: ???; pinyin: Zìzhìq?) are one of four types of province-level divisions of
the People's Republic of China. Like Chinese provinces, an autonomous region has its own local government,
but under the law of the People's Republic of China, an autonomous region has more legislative rights, such
as the right to "formulate self-government regulations and other separate regulations." An autonomous region
is the highest level of minority autonomous entity in China, which has a comparably higher population of a
particular minority ethnic group.

There are five autonomous regions in China: Guangxi, Inner Mongolia (Nei Menggu), Ningxia, Tibet
(Xizang), and Xinjiang.
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The autonomous communities (Spanish: comunidad autónoma) are the first-level administrative divisions of
Spain, created in accordance with the Spanish Constitution of 1978, with the aim of guaranteeing limited
autonomy to the nationalities and regions that make up Spain.

There are 17 autonomous communities and two autonomous cities (Ceuta and Melilla) that are collectively
known as "autonomies". The two autonomous cities have the right to become autonomous communities.

The autonomous communities exercise their right to self-government within the limits set forth in the
constitution and organic laws known as Statutes of Autonomy, which broadly define the powers that they
assume.

Each statute sets out the devolved powers (Spanish: competencia) for each community; typically those
communities with...
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An autonomous robot is a robot that acts without recourse to human control. Historic examples include space
probes. Modern examples include self-driving vacuums and cars.

Industrial robot arms that work on assembly lines inside factories may also be considered autonomous robots,
though their autonomy is restricted due to a highly structured environment and their inability to locomote.
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In India, there are autonomously administered territories for Scheduled Tribes, administered by
representatives of those tribes. The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India allows for the formation of
Autonomous District Councils and Autonomous Regional Councils in Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram, and
Tripura, granting them autonomy within their respective territories. Currently, there are 10 Autonomous
District Councils across these four states. In these areas, Acts of Parliament and state legislation do not apply.

Additionally, other autonomous councils, created by individual states through state legislation, exist in
Northeast India, Ladakh, and West Bengal. Unlike those under the Sixth Schedule, these councils are subject
to parliamentary and state laws.
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Chinese autonomous administrative divisions are associated with one or more ethnic minorities that are
designated as autonomous within the People's Republic of China. These areas are recognized in the
Constitution of the People's Republic of China and are nominally given a number of rights not accorded to
other administrative divisions of China. For example, Tibetan minorities in autonomous regions are granted
rights and support not given to the Han Chinese, such as fiscal and medical subsidies.
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