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Portuguese units of measurement

Barros, H. ([ 1922] ~1950) «Pesos e medidas», Histéria da Administracdo Publica em Portugal nos Séculos
Xl a XV: 22 Edicao, Torquato de Sousa Soares (dir.)

Portuguese units were used in Portugal, Brazil, and other parts of the Portuguese Empire until the adoption of
the metric system in the 19th century and have continued in use in certain contexts since.

The various systems of weights and measures used in Portugal until the 19th century combine remote Roman
influences with medieval influences from northern Europe and Islam. These influences are obviousin the
names of the units. The measurement units themselves were, in many cases, inherited from a distant past.
From the Romans, Portugal inherited names like palmo (Latin: palmus), cOvado (Latin: cubitus), libra, onga
(Latin: uncia), moio (Latin: modius), quarteiro (Latin: quartarius), sesteiro (Latin: sextarius). From medieval
northern Europe, Portugal inherited names like marco (English: mark...
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