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Instinct is the inherent inclination of a living organism towards a particular complex behaviour, containing
innate (inborn) elements. The simplest example of an instinctive behaviour is a fixed action pattern (FAP), in
which a very short to medium length sequence of actions, without variation, are carried out in response to a
corresponding clearly defined stimulus.

Any behaviour is instinctive if it is performed without being based upon prior experience (that is, in the
absence of learning), and is therefore an expression of innate biological factors. Sea turtles, newly hatched on
a beach, will instinctively move toward the ocean. A marsupial climbs into its mother's pouch upon being
born. Other examples include animal fighting, animal courtship behaviour, internal escape functions, and...
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The Ludwik Fleck Prize is an annual award given for a book in the field of science and technology studies. It
was created by the 4S Council (Society for the Social Studies of Science) in 1992 and is named after
microbiologist Ludwik Fleck.

The prize is named after the Polish microbiologist and sociologist Ludwik Fleck (1896-1961), author of
Genèse et développement d'un fait scientifique (1935), which influenced Thomas Samuel Kuhn's conception
of the history of science, constructivist epistemology, and various fields of research such as the sociology of
science, the sociology of scientific knowledge, science studies and the social construction of technologies.
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