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The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest reef systems, stretching along the East coast of Australia from
the northern tip down at Cape York to the town of Bundaberg, is composed of roughly 2,900 individual reefs
and 940 islands and cays that stretch for 2,300 kilometres (1,616 mi) and cover an area of approximately
344,400 square kilometres (133,000 sq mi). The reef is located in the Coral Sea, off the coast of Queensland
in northeast Australia. A large part of the reef is protected by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park.

According to the 2014 report of the Australian Government's Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
(GBRMPA), says that climate change is the most significant environmental threat to the Great Barrier Reef,
while the other major environmental pressures are listed as decreased...
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The Mesoamerican Barrier Reef System (MBRS), also popularly known as the Great Mayan Reef or Great
Maya Reef, is a marine region that stretches over 1,126 kilometres (700 mi) along the coasts of four countries
– Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, and Honduras – from Isla Contoy at the northern tip of the Yucatán Peninsula
south to Belize, Guatemala and the Bay Islands of Honduras. It is the second-longest reef system in the
world.

It includes various protected areas and parks including the Belize Barrier Reef, Arrecifes de Cozumel
National Park, Hol Chan Marine Reserve (Belize), Sian Ka'an biosphere reserve, and the Cayos Cochinos
Marine Park. Belize's coastline, including the Belize Barrier Reef, is home to approximately 30% of the
Mesoamerican Barrier Reef System.

It begins near Isla Contoy on...
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Tourism is one of the major industries in the Great Barrier Reef region. Approximately 2.19 million people
visit the Great Barrier Reef each year. According to the WWF, tourism of the area contributes $5.89 billion a
year to the Australian economy, and employs approximately 69,000 people. Biologist Ove Hoegh-Guldberg
believes that the Great Barrier Reef's key competitive advantage over other nearby reef tourism destinations
is its reputation as "the most pristine coral reef on the planet". The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
states that careful management, which includes permits for camping and all commercial marine tourism
within the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, ensures that tourists have minimal impact on the reef. However,
rising incidences of widespread coral bleaching, coastal...
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A coral reef is an underwater ecosystem characterized by reef-building corals. Reefs are formed of colonies
of coral polyps held together by calcium carbonate. Most coral reefs are built from stony corals, whose
polyps cluster in groups.

Coral belongs to the class Anthozoa in the animal phylum Cnidaria, which includes sea anemones and
jellyfish. Unlike sea anemones, corals secrete hard carbonate exoskeletons that support and protect the coral.
Most reefs grow best in warm, shallow, clear, sunny and agitated water. Coral reefs first appeared 485
million years ago, at the dawn of the Early Ordovician, displacing the microbial and sponge reefs of the
Cambrian.

Sometimes called rainforests of the sea, shallow coral reefs form some of Earth's most diverse ecosystems.
They occupy less than 0.1% of...
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Great Barrier Reef is a nature documentary series exploring the wildlife of the eponymous coral reef off
Australia's coast. It was presented by Monty Halls and co-produced by the BBC Natural History Unit,
Discovery Channel and Digital Dimensions. The series was broadcast in three parts in the United Kingdom,
where it premiered in January 2012 on BBC Two and the BBC HD channel. In the US it aired as a two-hour
special on Animal Planet on 9 September 2012.

Great Barrier Reef documents the ecosystem and marine life of the coral reef itself, along with the plants and
animals on islands and the Australian mainland which owe their existence to the presence of the reef.

Barrier Reef (TV series)

broadcast. Barrier Reef was about a group of marine biologists on board a sailing ship called the New
Endeavour, researching around the Great Barrier Reef, off

Barrier Reef was an Australian television series that was first screened domestically in 1971. However, 19
episodes had already premiered on British television on BBC1 between 5 October 1970 and 15 February
1971 and four more aired between 5 April and 3 May 1971 in advance of Australian broadcast.
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A fringing reef is one of the three main types of coral reef. It is distinguished from the other main types,
barrier reefs and atolls, in that it has either an entirely shallow backreef zone (lagoon) or none at all. If a
fringing reef grows directly from the shoreline, then the reef flat extends to the beach and there is no
backreef. In other cases (e.g., most of the Bahamas), fringing reefs may grow hundreds of yards from shore
and contain extensive backreef areas within which it contains food and water. Some examples of this are
Philippines, Indonesia, Timor-Leste, the western coast of Australia, the Caribbean, East Africa, and Red Sea.
Charles Darwin believed that fringing reefs are the first kind of reefs to form around a landmass in a long-
term reef growth process. The largest fringing...
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Cakaulevu Reef (also called the Great Sea Reef) is a coral reef located off the northern shore of the island of
Vanua Levu in Fiji. It is the third longest continuous barrier reef in the world after the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia and the Mesoamerican Reef off Central America. When combined with the nearby Pascoe Reef,
Cakaulevu Reef is about 200 kilometres (120 mi) long. On its own, the Cakaulevu Reef covers 202,700
square kilometres (78,300 sq mi).

The marine ecosystem of the reef contributes to its national significance as outlined in Fiji's Biodiversity
Strategy and Action Plan.
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The Florida Reef (also known as the Great Florida Reef, Florida reefs, Florida Reef Tract and Florida Keys
Reef Tract) is the only living coral barrier reef in the continental United States. It lies a few miles seaward of
the Florida Keys, is about 4 miles (6 to 7 km) wide and extends along the 20-metre (66 ft) depth contour 270
km (146 nmi; 168 mi) from Fowey Rocks just east of Soldier Key to just south of the Marquesas Keys. The
system encompasses more than 6,000 individual reefs. Florida waters are home to over 500 marine fish and
mammal species along with more than 45 species of stony corals and 35 species of octocorals.
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The Great Southern Reef is a system of interconnected reefs that spans the southern coast of continental
Australia and Tasmania and extends as far north as Brisbane to the east and Kalbarri to the west. It covers
71,000 km2 (27,000 sq mi) of ocean and straddles five states, running along the coast for 8,000 km (5,000
mi).

The Great Southern Reef is named after its world-famous neighbour to the north, the Great Barrier Reef, but
has received a fraction of the attention and protection given to the latter. The Great Southern Reef is an
important biodiversity hotspot and annually contributes more than AU$10 billion to the Australian economy.
The Australian rock lobster and abalone fisheries, together worth four times the value of all commercial
fishing in the Great Barrier Reef, operate within...
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