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A fish is an aquatic, anamniotic, gill-bearing vertebrate animal with swimming fins and a hard skull, but
lacking limbs with digits. Fish can be grouped into the more basal jawless fish and the more common jawed
fish, the latter including all living cartilaginous and bony fish, as well as the extinct placoderms and
acanthodians. In a break from the long tradition of grouping all fish into a single class (''Pisces''), modern
phylogenetics views fish as a paraphyletic group.

Most fish are cold-blooded, their body temperature varying with the surrounding water, though some large,
active swimmers like the white shark and tuna can maintain a higher core temperature. Many fish can
communicate acoustically with each other, such as during courtship displays. The study of fish is known as
ichthyology...
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Fish are vertebrates with gills and without digits.

Fish, The Fish, or FISH may also refer to:

Fish as food
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Their meat has been an important dietary source

Many species of fish are caught by humans and consumed as food in virtually all regions around the world.
Their meat has been an important dietary source of protein and other nutrients in the human diet.

The English language does not have a special culinary name for food prepared from fish like with other
animals (as with pig vs. pork), or as in other languages (such as Spanish pez vs. pescado). In culinary and
fishery contexts, fish may include so-called shellfish such as molluscs, crustaceans, and echinoderms; but,
more expansively, seafood covers both fish and other marine life used as food.

Since 1961, the average annual increase in global apparent food fish consumption (3.2 percent) has outpaced
population growth (1.6 percent) and exceeded the increase in consumption of meat from all terrestrial...
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Fish farming or pisciculture involves commercial breeding of fish, most often for food, in fish tanks or
artificial enclosures such as fish ponds. It is a particular type of aquaculture, which is the controlled
cultivation and harvesting of aquatic animals such as fish, crustaceans, molluscs and so on, in natural or
pseudo-natural environments. A facility that releases juvenile fish into the wild for recreational fishing or to



supplement a species' natural numbers is generally referred to as a fish hatchery. Worldwide, the most
important fish species produced in fish farming are carp, catfish, salmon and tilapia.

Global demand is increasing for dietary fish protein, which has resulted in widespread overfishing in wild
fisheries, resulting in significant decrease in fish stocks and even complete...
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Fish began evolving about 530 million years ago during the Cambrian explosion. It was during this time that
the early chordates developed the skull and the vertebral column, leading to the first craniates and
vertebrates. The first fish lineages belong to the Agnatha, or jawless fish. Early examples include
Haikouichthys. During the late Cambrian, eel-like jawless fish called the conodonts, and small mostly
armoured fish known as ostracoderms, first appeared. Most jawless fish are now extinct; but the extant
lampreys may approximate ancient pre-jawed fish. Lampreys belong to the Cyclostomata, which includes the
extant hagfish, and this group may have split early on from other agnathans.

The earliest jawed vertebrates probably developed during the late Ordovician period. They are first
represented...
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Fish and chips is a hot dish consisting of battered and fried fish, served with chips. Often considered the
national dish of the United Kingdom, fish and chips originated in England in the 19th century. Today, the
dish is a common takeaway food in numerous other countries, particularly English-speaking and
Commonwealth nations.

Fish and chip shops first appeared in the UK in the 1860s, and by 1910 there were over 25,000 of them
across the UK. This increased to over 35,000 by the 1930s, but eventually decreased to approximately 10,000
by 2009. The British government safeguarded the supply of fish and chips during the First World War and
again in the Second World War. It was one of the few foods in the UK not subject to rationing during the
wars, which further contributed to its popularity.

Pelagic fish
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Pelagic fish live in the pelagic zone of ocean or lake waters—being neither close to the bottom nor near the
shore—in contrast with demersal fish that live on or near the bottom, and reef fish that are associated with
coral reefs.

The marine pelagic environment is the largest aquatic habitat on Earth, occupying 1,370 million cubic
kilometres (330 million cubic miles), and is the habitat for 11% of known fish species. The oceans have a
mean depth of 4,000 metres (2.5 miles). About 98% of the total water volume is below 100 metres (330 ft),
and 75% is below 1,000 metres (3,300 ft).

Marine pelagic fish can be divided into coastal (inshore) fish and oceanic (offshore) fish. Coastal pelagic fish
inhabit the relatively shallow and sunlit waters above the continental shelf, while oceanic pelagic fish...
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The term fish processing refers to the processes associated with fish and fish products between the time fish
are caught or harvested, and the time the final product is delivered to the customer. Although the term refers
specifically to fish, in practice it is extended to cover any aquatic organisms harvested for commercial
purposes, whether caught in wild fisheries or harvested from aquaculture or fish farming.

Larger fish processing companies often operate their own fishing fleets or farming operations. The products
of the fish industry are usually sold to grocery chains or to intermediaries. Fish are highly perishable. A
central concern of fish processing is to prevent fish from deteriorating, and this remains an underlying
concern during other processing operations.

Fish processing can...
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specific and non-specific. Non-specific defences

Like humans and other animals, fish suffer from diseases and parasites. Fish defences against disease are
specific and non-specific. Non-specific defences include skin and scales, as well as the mucus layer secreted
by the epidermis that traps microorganisms and inhibits their growth. If pathogens breach these defences, fish
can develop inflammatory responses that increase the flow of blood to infected areas and deliver white blood
cells that attempt to destroy the pathogens.

Specific defences are specialised responses to particular pathogens recognised by the fish's body, that is
adaptative immune responses. In recent years, vaccines have become widely used in aquaculture and
ornamental fish, for example vaccines for commercial food fishes like Aeromonas salmonicida, furunculosis
in salmon...
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Coastal fish, also called inshore fish or neritic fish, inhabit the sea between the shoreline and the edge of the
continental shelf. Since the continental shelf is usually less than 200 metres (660 ft) deep, it follows that
pelagic coastal fish are generally epipelagic fish, inhabiting the sunlit epipelagic zone. Coastal fish can be
contrasted with oceanic fish or offshore fish, which inhabit the deep seas beyond the continental shelves.

Coastal fish are the most abundant in the world. They can be found in tidal pools, fjords and estuaries, near
sandy shores and rocky coastlines, around coral reefs and on or above the continental shelf. Coastal fish
include forage fish and the predator fish that feed on them. Forage fish thrive in inshore waters where high
productivity results from upwelling...
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