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Breast cancer is a cancer that develops from breast tissue. Signs of breast cancer may include a lump in the
breast, a change in breast shape, dimpling of the skin, milk rejection, fluid coming from the nipple, a newly
inverted nipple, or a red or scaly patch of skin. In those with distant spread of the disease, there may be bone
pain, swollen lymph nodes, shortness of breath, or yellow skin.

Risk factors for developing breast cancer include obesity, a lack of physical exercise, alcohol consumption,
hormone replacement therapy during menopause, ionizing radiation, an early age at first menstruation,
having children late in life (or not at all), older age, having a prior history of breast cancer, and a family
history of breast cancer. About five to ten percent of cases are the result of an inherited...
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Breast cancer awareness is an effort to raise awareness and reduce the stigma of breast cancer through
education about screening, symptoms, and treatment. Supporters hope that greater knowledge will lead to
earlier detection of breast cancer, which is associated with higher long-term survival rates, and that money
raised for breast cancer will produce a reliable, permanent cure.

Breast cancer advocacy and awareness efforts are a type of health advocacy. Breast cancer advocates raise
funds and lobby for better care, more knowledge, and more patient empowerment. They may conduct
educational campaigns or provide free or low-cost services. Breast cancer culture, sometimes called pink
ribbon culture, is the cultural outgrowth of breast cancer advocacy, the social movement that supports it,
and...
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The abortion–breast cancer hypothesis posits that having an induced abortion can increase the risk of getting
breast cancer. This hypothesis is at odds with mainstream scientific opinion and is rejected by major medical
professional organizations; despite this, it continues to be widely propagated as pseudoscience, typically in
service of an anti-abortion agenda.

In early pregnancy, hormone levels increase, leading to breast growth. The hypothesis proposes that if this
process is altered by an abortion, then more immature cells could be left behind, and that these immature
cells could increase the risk of breast cancer over time.

The abortion–breast cancer hypothesis has been the subject of extensive scientific inquiry, and the scientific
community has concluded that abortion does not cause...
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Risk factors for breast cancer may be divided into preventable and non-preventable. Their study belongs in
the field of epidemiology. Breast cancer, like other forms of cancer, can result from multiple environmental
and hereditary risk factors. The term environmental, as used by cancer researchers, means any risk factor that
is not genetically inherited.

For breast cancer, the list of environmental risk factors includes the individual person's development,
exposure to microbes, "medical interventions, dietary exposures to nutrients, energy and toxicants, ionizing
radiation, and chemicals from industrial and agricultural processes and from consumer
products...reproductive choices, energy balance, adult weight gain, body fatness, voluntary and involuntary
physical activity, medical care, exposure...
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month (BCAM), also referred to in the United States as National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month (NBCAM), is an annual international health campaign organized by major breast cancer
charities every October to increase awareness of the disease and raise funds for research into its cause,
prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and cure.

Observances of the event have faced criticism for corporate involvement by drug companies, as well as
instances of pinkwashing associated with the events.
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Breast cancer screening is the medical screening of asymptomatic, apparently healthy women for breast
cancer in an attempt to achieve an earlier diagnosis. The assumption is that early detection will improve
outcomes. A number of screening tests have been employed, including clinical and self breast exams,
mammography, genetic screening, ultrasound, and magnetic resonance imaging.

A clinical or self breast exam involves feeling the breast for lumps or other abnormalities. Medical evidence,
however, does not support its use in women with a typical risk for breast cancer.

Universal screening with mammography is controversial as it may not reduce all-cause mortality and may
cause harms through unnecessary treatments and medical procedures. Many national organizations
recommend it for most older...
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Metastatic breast cancer, also referred to as metastases, advanced breast cancer, secondary tumors,
secondaries or stage IV breast cancer, is a stage of breast cancer where the breast cancer cells have spread to
distant sites beyond the axillary lymph nodes. There is no cure for metastatic breast cancer; there is no stage
after IV.
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Metastases can occur several years after the primary breast cancer, although it is sometimes diagnosed at the
same time as the primary breast cancer or, rarely, before the primary breast cancer has been diagnosed.

Metastatic breast cancer cells frequently differ from the preceding primary breast cancer in properties such as
receptor status. The cells have often developed resistance to several lines of previous treatment and have
acquired special properties that...
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Breast cancer management takes different approaches depending on physical and biological characteristics of
the disease, as well as the age, over-all health and personal preferences of the patient. Treatment types can be
classified into local therapy (surgery and radiotherapy) and systemic treatment (chemo-, endocrine, and
targeted therapies). Local therapy is most efficacious in early stage breast cancer, while systemic therapy is
generally justified in advanced and metastatic disease, or in diseases with specific phenotypes.

Historically, breast cancer was treated with radical surgery alone. Advances in the understanding of the
natural course of breast cancer as well as the development of systemic therapies allowed for the use of breast-
conserving surgeries, however, the nomenclature of viewing...
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Hereditary breast–ovarian cancer syndromes (HBOC) are cancer syndromes that produce higher than normal
levels of breast cancer, ovarian cancer and additional cancers in genetically related families (either one
individual had both, or several individuals in the pedigree had one or the other disease). It accounts for 90%
of the hereditary cancers. The hereditary factors may be proven or suspected to cause the pattern of breast
and ovarian cancer occurrences in the family. The name HBOC may be misleading because it implies that
this genetic susceptibility to cancer is mainly in women. In reality, both sexes have the same rates of gene
mutations, and HBOC can predispose to other cancers, including prostate cancer and pancreatic cancer. For
this reason, the term "King syndrome" has recently come...
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Breast Cancer Campaign was a breast cancer research charity based in the United Kingdom. In 2015, Breast
Cancer Campaign merged with another charity, Breakthrough Breast Cancer, to form the UK's largest breast
cancer research charity - Breast Cancer Now.
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