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A militia ( mil-ISH-?) isamilitary or paramilitary force that comprises civilian members, as opposed to a
professional standing army of regular, full-time military personnel. Militias may be raised in times of need to
support regular troops or serve as a pool of available manpower for regular forces to draw from.

When acting independently, militias are generally unable to hold ground against regular forces. Militias
commonly support regular troops by skirmishing, holding fortifications, or conducting irregular warfare,
instead of undertaking offensive campaigns by themselves. However, militias may also engage in defense
activities to protect a community, its territory, property, and laws. For example, naval militias may comprise
fishermen and other civilians which are organized and sanctioned...
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The Mili?Ziawas the police force of the Socialist Republic of Romania.
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Militsiya (Russian: 27?72?72, IPA: [m??2A2ts? 7], Serbian: 72?7?7777 , romanized: milicija, lit. 'militia) were
the police forces in the Soviet Union until 1991, in several Eastern Bloc countries (1945-1992), and in the
non-aligned SFR Y ugoslavia (1945-1992). The term Militsiya continues to be used in common and
sometimes official usage in some of the individual former Soviet republics such as Belarus, Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, as well asin the partially recognised or unrecognised republics of Abkhazia,
South Ossetia and Transnistria. In Russian law enforcement, the term remained in official usage until the
police reform of 2011.
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The Militia (Chinese: ??; pinyin: Minb?ng) or Militia of China (Chinese: ????; pinyin: Zh?nggu6 Minb?ng)
isthe militia part of the armed forces of China, the other two parts being the People's Liberation Army (PLA)
and the People's Armed Police (PAP). The Militiais under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) and serves as an auxiliary and reserve force for the PLA. It isone of the largest militiasin the world.
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The British Militiawas the principal military reserve force of the Kingdom of Great Britain. Militia units
were repeatedly raised in Great Britain during the Georgian erafor internal security duties and to defend
against external invasions. The MilitiaAct 1757 (30 Geo. 2. c. 25), passed by the Parliament of Great Britain
after the outbreak of the Seven Years War, led to the rapid expansion of the British Militiain order to defend
from potential French invasions. In the Kingdom of Ireland, a client state of Great Britain, the equivalent
force was the Irish Militia, which saw heavy servicein the Irish Rebellion of 1798 alongside British militia
units. The existence of militiaunitsin Great Britain and Ireland played an important role in freeing regular
troops from the British and Irish...
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The Lancashire Militiawas an auxiliary military force in Lancashire in North West England. From their
formal organisation as Trained Bands in 1558 and their service in the Williamite War in Ireland and against
the Jacobite Risings, the Militia regiments of Lancashire served during times of international tension and all
of Britain's mgor wars. They provided internal security and home defence but sometimes operated further
afield, including Ireland and the Mediterranean, relieving regular troops from routine garrison duties, and
acting as a source of trained officers and men for the Regular Army. All the infantry battalions went on active
service during the Second Boer War and all served as Specia Reserve training unitsin World War |, with
one battalion seeing considerable action on the Western...
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The Somerset Militiawas an auxiliary military force in the county of Somerset in South West England. From
their formal organisation as Trained Bands in 1558 until their final service as the Specia Reserve, the Militia
regiments of the county carried out internal security and home defence dutiesin all of Britain's major wars.
They saw active service during the Second Bishops War, the English Civil War, the Monmouth Rebellion
and the Second Boer War, and finally trained thousands of reinforcements during World War 1. After a
shadowy postwar existence they were formally disbanded in 1953.
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America, all able-bodied men of a certain age

The militia of the United States, as defined by the U.S. Congress, has changed over time. During colonial
America, all able-bodied men of a certain age range were members of the militia, depending on each colony's
rule. Individual towns formed local independent militias for their own defense. The year before the U.S.
Constitution was ratified, The Federalist Papers detailed the Founding Fathers' paramount vision of the
militiain 1787. The new Constitution empowered Congress to "organize, arm, and discipline” this national
military force, leaving significant control in the hands of each state government.

Today, as defined by the Militia Act of 1903, the term "militia" is used to describe two classes within the
United States:

Organized militia— consisting of the National Guard and Naval Militia..

American militia movement



elements. These groups may refer to themselves as militia, unorganized militia, and constitutional militia.
While groups such as the Posse Comitatus existed

American militia movement is aterm used by law enforcement and security analysts to refer to a number of
private organizations that include paramilitary or similar elements. These groups may refer to themselves as
militia, unorganized militia, and constitutional militia. While groups such as the Posse Comitatus existed as
early as the 1980s, the movement gained momentum only after standoffs with government agentsin the early
1990s. By the mid-1990s, such groups were active in all 50 US states, with membership estimated at between
20,000 and 60,000. The movement is most closely associated with the American right-wing. Most modern
organizations calling themselves militias areillegal private paramilitary organizations that would require
official sanctioning of a state government in order to...

Norfolk Militia

The Norfolk Militia was an auxiliary military force in the English county of Norfolk in East Anglia. From
their formal organisation as Trained Bands in

The Norfolk Militiawas an auxiliary military force in the English county of Norfolk in East Anglia. From
their formal organisation as Trained Bandsin 1558 until their final service as the Special Reserve, the Militia
regiments of the county carried out internal security and home defence dutiesin all of Britain's major wars.
They saw active service during the Bishops Wars, the English Civil Wars and the Second Boer War, and
finally trained thousands of reinforcements during World War |. After a shadowy postwar existence they
were formally disbanded in 1953.
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